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Competition Byelaws (2016 Revision) 

SPEECH & DRAMA SCHOOLS SECTION 

This must be read in conjunction with the 

GENERAL COMPETITION BYELAWS (2016 REVISION) 

of Newry Musical Feis 

1. Absolutely no late entries.

2. No substituting the name on the competitor's ticket for that of

another pupil.

3. No competitor may perform in a class other than that assigned

to him/her on the competitor's ticket.

4. No child receiving private speech or private drama lessons may

enter the Schools Section. Children who have attended private

speech and/or drama lessons in the past must have ceased

those lessons at least SIX MONTHS before entering the Speech

& Drama (Schools) Section.

5. The decision of the Committee shall be final in all matters.

It is very important that each competitor performs in the order, 

and under the name, which appears in the programme and when 

his/her designated number is announced on stage. 



SPEECH AND DRAMA SECTION 2017 

Our adjudicators:  
 

Patricia Mulligan:  A.T.C.L. (T.D.); G.M. (N.E.A.); M.S.T.D.S.;   
I.D.A.C.; A.D.C.I.  

Arthur Webb:    B.Ed.; M.A.C.A.S.; L.G.S.M.; L.R.A.M. 

 

Monday 1st May – Friday 5th May 2017 
 

1. THE MARGARET CAMPBELL PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 
First Prize Winners in Classes 1 – 4 (inclusive) will be eligible to 
compete again for this cup by repeating Class Test Piece on the 
Final Night. 
 

2. THE RHODA NEARY PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 
First Prize Winners in Classes 5 – 8 (inclusive) will be eligible to 
compete again for this cup by repeating Class Test Piece on the 
Final Night. 

 
3. THE FELIX O’HAGAN PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP  

Presented by Bill and Beth O’Hagan. First Prize Winners in 
Classes 9 – 12 (inclusive) will be eligible to compete again for 
this cup by repeating Class Test Piece on the Final Night. 

 
4. THE NEWRY HIGH SCHOOL SHIELD  

Will be awarded to the most promising speaker in Class 21. 
 

5. THE KATHLEEN HARRINGTON PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP  
Presented by St. Clare’s Convent Primary School, Newry. Will 
be awarded to the most promising actress in Class 17. 

 
6. THE MARY McHENRY SHIELD  

Will be presented to the most promising actress in Class 19. 
 



7. THE SEAN HOLLYWOOD CUP  
Will be awarded to the most promising actor in Class 17, 18, 
and 19. 

 
8. THE MARGARET NOLAN PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP  

Will be awarded to the competitor obtaining the highest mark 
in any one test piece (Schools Section). 

 
9. THE NEWRY REPORTER PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP  

Will be awarded to the competitor obtaining the highest mark 
for any group mark. 
 

10. THE SEAN CANAVAN PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 
Will be awarded by the adjudicator to the most promising Solo 
competitor in the Schools Section. The award will be presented 
on the Final Night. 

 
11. THE DYMPNA MURPHY MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Will be awarded by the adjudicator to the competitor gaining 
the highest mark in Class 1 – Primary One.  
 

Our adjudicators: 
 

Patricia Mulligan:  A.T.C.L. (T.D.); G.M. (N.E.A.); M.S.T.D.S.;   
I.D.A.C.; A.D.C.I.  

Arthur Webb:    B.Ed.; M.A.C.A.S.; L.G.S.M.; L.R.A.M. 
 
 

Entry Closing Date: Friday 3rd March 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRIMARY SCHOOL SECTION  
 

CLASS 1 – Primary 1 
Test Piece “Chestnut Buds” by Evelyn M. Williams   £3 
 
CLASS 2 – Primary 2 
Test Piece “The Small Ghostie” by Barbara Ireson   £3 
 
CLASS 3 – Primary 3 
Test Piece “Goldfish” by John Walsh       £3 
 
CLASS 4 – Primary 4 
Test Piece “The River Is A Piece Of Sky” by John Ciardi  £3 
 
CLASS 5 – Primary 5 
Test Piece “General Store” by Rachel Field     £3 
 
CLASS 6 – Primary 6 
Test Piece “Building A Skyscraper” by James Reeves  £3 
 
CLASS 7 – Primary 7 
Test Piece “Danny Murphy” by James Stevens    £3 
 

RURAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS ONLY 
THE UNA McARDLE PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 

A competitor in this class may not be entered in any of the 
other solo verse competitions 

 
CLASS 8 – Boys and Girls over 10 and under 12 
Test Piece “Flying” by J.M. Westrup       £3 
 
N.B. Entry Fee For Solo Competitor       £3 

 
 
 
 

 



POST PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
THE FELIX O’HAGAN PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 

 

First Prize Winners in Classes 9 – 12 (inclusive) will be eligible 
to compete again for this cup by repeating class test piece on 
the Final Night. 
 
N.B. No child receiving private tuition in Verse-Speaking or 
Drama may be entered in Primary or Post Primary Classes and 
every competitor must be entered and taught by a member of 
his/her school staff. 
 

CLASS 9 – Boys and Girls over 11 and under 12 
Test Piece “Gran's XI” by John Kitching      £3 
 

CLASS 10 – Boys and Girls over 12 and under 13 
Test Piece “My Best Ice Cream” by Terry Jones    £3 
 

CLASS 11 – Boys and Girls over 13 and under 15 
Test Piece “The Sea Is A Hungry Dog” by James Reeves £3 
 

CLASS 12 – Boys and Girls over 15 and under 17 
Test Piece “Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen  £3 
  

 
CHORAL SPEAKING SECTION  

(Groups not to exceed thirty members)  
THE BETTY McELROY PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 

  

CLASS 13 – Over 5 years and under 12 years 
Test Piece a) “Music Makers” by Anonymous    £8 

b) Own Choice 
 

CLASS 14 – Primary Schools over 5 years and under 10 years 
THE W. V. HOGG CUP 

Test Piece a) “Quack Said The Billy Goat” 
     by Charles Causey        £8 

b) Own Choice 
 

 



THE BELL CUP 
CLASS 15 – Primary Schools over 10 years and under 12 years 
Test Piece a) “The Greedy Giant” by Laura E. Richards £8 
    b) Own Choice 
 
CLASS 16 –Secondary School over 12 years and under 15 years 
Test Piece a) “The Ghostly Grocer Of Gramble Grove”  
     by Jack Prelutsky        £8 
    b) Own Choice    
 

DRAMATIC SECTION 
NB ANY ENTRY EXCEEDING THE LIMIT IN ANY CLASS 

WILL BE PENALISED BY THE ADJUDICATOR 
Adjudicator must be provided with copies of chosen pieces 

 
CLASS 17 –  One Act Play or Dramatisation of any story, for 
    young persons under 12 years     £8 
 

THE BILLY LOCKE MEMORIAL CHALLENGE CUP 
Time Limit: Not exceed 30 minutes 

THE KATHLEEN HARRINGTON PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 
WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MOST PROMISING ACTRESS IN 

CLASS 17 
 

CLASS 18 – One Act Play for 1st, 2nd AND 3rd years    
    Grammar/Secondary/Technical pupils  £8 

THE KEVIN P NEARY MEMORIAL CUP 
 

CLASS 19 – One Act Play for young persons over 12 years and 
       under 20 years          £8 

 
THE DECLAN BELL MEMORIAL CUP 
Time Limit: Not exceed 30 minutes. 

THE MAY McHENRY SHIELD WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE 
MOST PROMISING ACTRESS IN CLASS 19 

THE SEAN HOLLYWOOD CUP WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE  
MOST PROMISING ACTOR IN CLASS 19 



 

CLASS 21 – Public Speaking over 13 years and under 18 years
                  £8 
 

THE NEWRY CREDIT UNION CUP 
Time Limit: 10 Minutes 

NEWRY HIGH SCHOOL SHIELD TO THE 
 MOST PROMISING SPEAKER IN CLASS 21 

  

This class is to involve 3 speakers and to be presented in the 
form of a mIni meeting. One speaker to act as Chairman, one 
speaker to deliver main speech and one speaker to give a vote 
of thanks. Choice of subject to be left to the speakers. 

 

CLASS 22 – New Competition for Non-Nationals only  £3 
Children coming from non-English speaking countries and who 
are in our country for three years or less, aged 5-11 years. 
 
CLASS 22A – 5-8 years            £3 
Test Piece: “Mr Gator” by N.M. Bodecker. 
 

CLASS 22B – 8-11 years            £3 
Test Piece: “Please Mrs. Butler” by Allan Ahlberg. 
 
CLASS 23 – Good Conversation under 15 years    £8 
 

THE JOHN KENNEDY MEMORIAL CUP 
 

Teams of 4, one of which is appointed leader. Teams will be 
required to maintain an interesting conversation on a topic 
handed to them by the adjudicator. No time will be allowed 
beforehand to prepare the talk. 

Time Limit: 6 Minutes 

 

Closing date for entries: Friday 3rd March 2017 

 

 

 

 



 ENTRIES ACCOMPANIED BY ENTRY FEES, PAID 

BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER, MUST REACH 

THE VERSE-SPEAKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kathleen Harrington 
Carrickarnon 
Ravensdale 

Dundalk 
Co. Louth 

Telephone: 0035342 9371691 

N.B. All cheques must be made out to 
 Newry Musical Feis 

NB Extra Postage needed for crossing the border 

In all classes, ages where specified shall be reckoned 
as at 1 January 2017 

TEACHER’S NAME AND ADDRESS MUST BE 
SUPPLIED 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE:  
Friday  3rd March 2017
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